
PARISH CALENDAR March 2025 

Date and Event Officiating  
Sidesmen/                

women 

Altar                         
Flow-

ers 

Church                      
Cleaners 

 

 4th     

May  
Easter III 

11.15am   

Holy  

Communion 

Revd. Anne  

Hardacre 

Mrs A.  

Wallace 
TBA 

Mr I. & Mrs L. 

Walton 

 

  

 11th 

May  

 

Easter IV 
11.15am  

Ma#ns 

Revd. Chris 

Hegg 

Mrs K. Her-

ron 
TBA 

Mrs A.  

Wallace 

 

18th 

 
Easter V 

11.15am   

Holy  

Communion 

Revd. Stephen 

Large 

Mrs P. 

McFall 
TBA 

Mr B. & Mrs B. 

Lewis 

This service will be immediately followed by the annual parish church mee�ng.  

All parishioners are encouraged to a�end and vote. Free for�fied wine available! 

25th  Easter VI  
11.15am  

Ma#ns 

Hon. R.C. 

Assheton 

Mr I.  Wal-

ton 
TBA 

Mr A. & Mrs K. 

Herron 

June 2025  

1st 

June 

Ascension 

Sunday  

11.15am   

Holy  

Communion 

Revd. Anne  

Hardacre 
Mr B. Lewis  TBA Mrs R. Harling 

 

 

8th 

June 
Whit Sunday 

11.15am  

Ma#ns 

Revd. Chris 

Hegg 

Miss A. 

Cross 
TBA 

Hon. Mrs. R. 

Assheton & Mrs 

C. Naylor 
 

 

YOUR CHURCH WARDENS                                                                                                           

The Hon Ralph Assheton (Parish Safeguarding Officer)  07817 634392  

  Mrs Philippa McFall - 441484               Mr Ian Walton—07979 598 057 

VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Chairman  Mr Neil Wallace 441196 

Hon. Secretary  Mrs Clare Ashworth—445112 

Village Hall Bookings email info@downhamvillagehall.org.uk 

or phone  0784546 796818 
 

 

  PARISH OF ST. LEONARD 

 
  DOWNHAM & TWISTON                  
                                                                        

      Newsletter 
 New email:    Downham@mail.com                    
 Website:        www.downhamvillage.org.uk 

 

 

O Almighty God, Creator of all things, 
who dost renew the earth with the glory of spring, 
we give Thee hearty thanks for the month of May, 
when the countryside beside the foothills of Pendle 
blossometh with new life and abundant beauty. 

Grant, we beseech Thee, that the fields and hedgerows, 
the lambs and blossoms, may ever proclaim Thy goodness. 

Bless the labours of those who tend this land, 
and fill our hearts with joy in Thy bountiful creation. 
Yet, O merciful Father, we remember before Thee 

those cherished members of our Parish lately departed. 
Comfort those who mourn,  

and grant to the souls of the faithful 
rest eternal in Thy heavenly kingdom. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 

Amen. 
 

 

                            

May 2025    



O God, the giver of eternal life, who hast promised everlasting joy to those 
who trust in Thee: grant to the souls of Thy servants lately departed from this 
Parish rest in Thy heavenly kingdom; comfort those who mourn their loss; 
and bring us all to dwell with Thee in glory everlasting, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

Some prominent Saint's Days for May: 
 

1 May – St Philip and St James, Apostles 

St Philip and St James (the Less) were among the Twelve Apostles. The day honours their  

missionary work and martyrdom. 

8 May – Julian of Norwich (she/her) (c.1342–c.1416)  

Rather apt with the recent Supreme Court decision, Julian is prominently celebrated as a  

spiritual writer and mys#c for her work Revela�ons of Divine Love, the first book in English 

known to be wri@en by a woman. 

25 May – St Bede the Venerable (673–735) 

An Anglo-Saxon monk, historian, and theologian, Bede is a Doctor of the Church and a  

significant figure in Anglican heritage. His feast is shared and widely respected in England. 

26 May – St Augus�ne of Canterbury (d. 604) 

The first Archbishop of Canterbury and missionary to the Anglo-Saxons, sent by Pope Gregory 

the Great. He is a founda#onal figure in English Chris#anity, and a secondary school just outside 

Whalley. 
 

 

 

 

 

Notable Dates in History for May  
 

May 4th  Be with you , young Jedi. 

May 8th  – VE Day (Victory in Europe Day) 

On 8 May 1945, the Allies accepted Nazi Germany’s uncondi#onal surrender. 

Lancashire towns, which had contributed significantly to the war effort (through man-

ufacturing, military  service, and sacrifice),  saw jubilant celebra#ons. The date remains a poign-

ant 

reminder of local and na#onal resilience. 

May 12th 1937 – Corona�on of King George VI 

Celebrated across the Empire, with public holidays, parades, and special events. Many  

Lancashire communi#es s#ll have records and photographs of local street par#es and  

commemora#ve memorabilia from the occasion. 

May 14th  1856 – End of the Crimean War 

The formal conclusion of the war involved many Bri#sh regiments with Lancastrian soldiers.  

The war influenced Victorian-era military reforms and was widely covered in the regional press. 

Many a Lancashire mill town had an Inkerman Street or Sevastopol Terrace as a gentle reminder 

of sacrifices made by local men by the Black Sea  

May 24th – Empire Day (now Commonwealth Day in March) 

Celebrated on Queen Victoria’s birthday (24 May 1819), Empire Day was widely observed across 

schools and communi#es in Lancashire throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  

Children sang patrio#c songs and a@ended parades honouring Britain's global empire. 
 

 

 

The Forest of Bowland Na#onal Landscape Partnership 

is excited to announce the extension of the Defra-

funded Farming in Protected Landscapes (FiPL)  

programme for an addi#onal year, now running un#l 

the end of March 2026. 
 

Since its launch in July 2021, this na#onal ini#a#ve has 

involved over 7,000 farmers and land managers, sup-

por#ng more than 4,600 projects in its first three years. 
 

Grant funding is available for projects that align with Defra’s four themes: climate, nature, 

people and place, as well as the objec#ves outlined in the Forest of Bowland Na#onal Land-

scape Management Plan. The FiPL programme is delivered by Protected Landscapes across the 

country, including the dedicated team in the Forest of Bowland Na#onal Landscape. 

 

Celebration of swifts’ return 

 

With happy hearts, we welcome the swiLs’ return to our Parish. ALer their 

arduous migra#on, their graceful wings weave through twilight skies,  

heralding summer’s warmth. Their ceaseless cha@er fills our souls with joy, a 

#meless symphony of nature’s resilience, reuni#ng us in awe and celebra#on. 

 

Hedgerow 'Arry  
May Hedgerows and the Spirit of Ascension 
May promises to arrive with a quiet burst of colour and fragrance - hawthorn blossoms froth 

like clouds, cow parsley rises in delicate clusters, and bluebells and red campion add flecks of 

violet and pink. These roadside wild sanctuaries, shaped by centuries of human care and  

seasonal rhythm, offer more than aesthe#c delight—they echo the deeper cycles of growth, 

rebirth, and eleva#on. 
 

It is no coincidence that such natural exuberance aligns with Ascension Day in our Chris#an 

calendar, a fes#val observed 40 days aLer Easter. Just as Christ is said to have ascended from 

earth to heaven, the land itself seems to reach upwards in May. Branches stretch toward the 

light, young leaves unfurl skywards, and birdsong liLs into the air, as if the very hedgerows 

par#cipate in this moment of spiritual eleva#on. Nature appears in sync with the sacred  

narra#ve, making the hedgerow not only a corridor of biodiversity but a living metaphor of  

transcendence. 
 

Yet, beneath the Chris#an symbolism lie even older tradi#ons. Long before churches marked 

Ascension, this #me of year was revered by pagan communi#es who honoured the fer#lity of 

the land and the mystery of seasonal change. Beltane, the Gaelic May Day fes#val, celebrated 

life’s return in full bloom—with fire, maypoles, and garlands oLen gathered from the very 

hedgerows we see today. Hawthorn, in par#cular, held deep significance as a symbol of  

protec#on and transi#on between worlds. 
 

Thus, our hedgerows are quiet storytellers, entwining Chris#an theology with ancient 

earth-based rites. In May, walking beside them can feel like moving through both histo-

ry and hymn—where birds, blossoms, and bees join the chorus of spiritual ascent, root-

ed in soil yet ever-reaching towards the heavens. 

 

 



The Heavens above Downham in May ... 
 

• Venus – OLen called the ‘Evening Star’, Venus will be prominent in the  

western sky just aLer sunset during early May. It sets earlier each night and will  

become harder to spot as the month goes on. 

• Jupiter – Visible in the pre-dawn sky towards the east, Jupiter shines brightly and is a great 

target even with binoculars. Its four largest moons may also be visible. 

• Saturn – Rising in the early hours of the morning, Saturn will sit low on the southeastern 

horizon. It’s best viewed just before dawn, and its rings are a beau#ful sight through a tele-

scope. 

• Mars – S#ll faint, Mars can be spo@ed in the early morning sky, also toward the east. It's 

gradually brightening as it moves closer to Earth later in the year. 

Stars and Constella�ons: 

• Spring constella�ons dominate the sky, with Leo high overhead, its bright star Regulus 

easy to spot. 

• Virgo follows closely, hos#ng the bright star Spica. 

In the north, Ursa Major (the Great Bear) is well placed, and the Plough (or Big Dipper) can 

help locate the North Star, Polaris. 

• The Virgo Cluster of galaxies is well posi#oned for telescope users—look for it between 

Denebola (in Leo) and Vindemiatrix (in Virgo).  

• The Hercules Cluster (M13) is a brilliant globular cluster, best seen late in the evening ris-

ing in the east. 

• Meteor Ac�vity: 

The Eta Aquariids peak around 5–6 May. Though not ideal for UK la#tudes, early risers might 

catch a few meteors streaking across the dawn sky 

 

 

MOON phases in May  
 
First Quarter: Sunday, 4th May at 14:51 BST 

Full Moon (Flower Moon):  

Monday, 12th May  at 17:55 BST 

Last Quarter: Tuesday, 20th May at 12:58 BST 

New Moon: Tuesday, 27th May at 04:02 BST 
 
 
 
Bin - Collection - which Thursday in May?... 
Red bin every week and... 

1st    May      Green and paper 

8th      May   Blue  

15th    May                 Green and paper 

22nd   May  Blue  

29th    May  Green and paper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Downham Memories from Yesteryear 

 
Di Braithwaite writes... 
 

Decora#ng for royal occasions involved the whole village cuRng bun#ng out in the school yard, 

ladies in school sewing, men hanging the same round the houses. 
 

Bonfire night also had the whole village in the croL by fir tree co@age, collec#ng any items for 

burning, plus the compe##on for best guy of course. 

Stage 2 drama group are s#ll performing twice a year in the Village hall, unfortunately the W.I. 

that had thrived for over 100 years, had to fold due to covid. However the Coffee  Club, and  

Gardening Club thankfully restarted.  
 

In the mean #me, all those years ago, I took over as village news correspondent to the Clitheroe 

Adver#ser and Times, from Miss May Barton, the re#red headmistress.  
 

Christmas fes#vi#es began when a christmas tree from the estate was erected on the grass 

across from the school. On the Sunday evening before Christmas, the church choir and friends 

gathered at a house in Twiston where villagers joined to enjoy carols, mulled wine, mince 

Pies and nibbles. On Christmas eve the choir were out again, going door to door round the  

village, we sang appropriate songs all the way round, with the essen#al liquid refreshment of 

course. we were invited into homes for more mince pies etc,  star#ng at the bo@om of the  

village, then to Downham Hall to sing for the family and friends, enjoying the warmth, drinks and 

even more mince pies, then back to finish the village ending at the Assheton Arms making money 

for a charity of our choice.  
 

The bellringers called us into church to sing the midnight service. we then went home to arrange 

the surprises for our children, and then back to church on Christmas morning to sing the Holy 

Communion service. Depending when Christmas fell it was a very busy week. our voices deserved 

a rest. now we sing outside the Assheton Arms an evening before Christmas, with no midnight 

service, and very few leL to carry on our tradi#ons sadly. 
 

Once the Village Hall was opened, incorpora#ng the old Methodist chapel social life was  

transferred there. Dances were held regularly, with mothering and harvest socials, drama group, 

coffee club, gardening club, and snooker club.  My dad was the original treasurer, then secretary 

of Village Hall in 1959, and he and mum were members of the original drama group. We also put 

on 3 concerts, and village fetes. On Whit Sunday, the Choir processed down the village to hold a 

service on the village green with a local brass band. Many people #med their visit to coincide 

with the hymn singing.  
 

In my teenage years we had evening classes in the school, country dancing, ballroom dancing etc. 

The school children put on a pantomime. whist and domino drives were held monthly with local 

villages having their allo@ed week.  
 

Downham Hall Gardens were open for a weekend in july by kind permission of Lord and Lady 

Clitheroe, at which villagers ran many stalls, entertainment, teas, ice cream, brass bands etc. we 

all had an allocated task mine was to help with the raffle, proceeds to be shared between church 

and a charity of choice, and also washing the pots downstairs in the scullery. This event is s#ll 

happening but with a slightly different format. 



NEWS FOR May 2025 

 

Visitation 

The Archdeacon made his planned “Visita#on”, which concentrated on checking that 

we are compliant with ma@ers pertaining to health, safety, financial proberty and  

safeguarding. While the PCC has some more work to do over the coming months 

there were no unduly unpleasant surprises. 
 
Local Elections 

Do remember that the local government elec#ons take place on Thursday 1st May,  

between 7am and 10pm. Those with postal votes will hopefully have used them by 

the #me you read this. For everyone else, remember to take some form of iden#ty  

document with you (even an out of date Passport or driving licence will do, so long as 

it has a photograph of you) 
 
Safeguarding 

Once again, there have been no reported safeguarding incidents within the parish. 
 
Tree felling 

The tree felling in Cat Gallows wood was carried out very safely and #dily by Richard 

Davis. The long spell of weather has allowed all the #mber to be extracted without 

 undue damage to the fields. There is now some #dying up to do before replan#ng 

with na#ve broadleaves next winter. 

 
VE80 8 May 

To mark the 80th anniversary of VE Day (the day that World War II ended in Europe), 

there will be a short gathering at 8.45pm on 8th May, around our War Memorial at 

the back of St Leonard’s. There will be a moment to give thanks for those who served 

their country, offer a short prayer and sing the Na#onal Anthem, before we step out-

side to watch beacon being lit on the top of Warsaw. For those that wish, there will be 

the chance for further reminiscing in the Assheton Arms aLerwards! 

Perhaps this would be a suitable occasion to wear the medals of your war#me  

rela#ons? (Remember that medals other than your own should be worn on the right 

side of your chest). 
 
Ascension Day 29 May 

We shall be holding a joint service with St Mary’s, St Paul’s and Christchurch, at St 

Leonard’s, on Thursday 29 May at 7pm. 
 
Coffee Club  
Hi to all our present Coffee Club members and poten#al newcomers. We meet  on the 

4th Wednesday of every month, the next one, being the 22nd of May, from 10.30 am.             

BBL  

  

Lady Clitheroe 1936 to 2025 

 

It is with sadness that we report the death of Lady Clitheroe. As most of you will be 

aware, she had been pre@y much house bound for the last couple of years. She died 

peacefully at home as she would have wished. No date has been set yet for the 

funeral, but due to her large number of rela#ons, it will be a private service, with a  

Memorial Service to be held at a later date. She wanted for no flowers, but asked that 

any dona#ons be made to:  

 

Ribble Valley Crossroads Care  (Charity Number: 1179014) 

Suite 10, Hawthorne Business Park  

Lincoln Way 

Clitheroe  

Lancashire 

BB7 1QD  
 
 

May 1st—Morris Dancing 

 

To celebrate May Day in tradi#onal form, Mal-

kin Morris dancers will be performing a May 

Pole dance on Hare Green (by the Ice Cream 

Shop) at around 5.45am. Early risers are very 

welcome to come and observe the fun.    RCA

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garden 
Club 

 

For the Garden Club summer meet-up, we are 

having a gentle Summer Sols#ce walk on  

Saturday June 21st. Mee#ng at Downham 

village car park for 7pm. Walking boots/

wellies recommended. A lovely way to mark 

our longest day of the year and to marvel in 

our beau#ful  countryside  

surroundings.  All very welcome.                   HA


